[Medea syndrome: the sadistic fate of impaired mourning of love].
This work investigated the Medea syndrome, an harassment behaviour endorsed from a spouse suppressing access to children from his partner. The Medea myth adds a psychopathological background to the Parental Children Alienation construct focusing on using children to inflict a revenge, sadistic mourning of love, return of sacrificial rites associated with realm of primitive superego figures among people with severe personality disorder confronting traumatic love. The clinical, diagnostic and legal aspects of the disorder will be presented as well as a range of treatment strategies allowing valuable medical decision. Overall, the Medea syndrome appears to be an extremely destructive reaction with major negative impact on both children and adults. New law roles should be introduced to discourage such behaviour and improve victims protection.